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SAORI JONES 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.02 pm]: I rise tonight to speak about the case of Saori Jones. 
A story that is both tragic and horrific, it is, however, important that it is told in this place. 

Saori Jones mattered. Her life was important. And she was killed in horrific circumstances of domestic violence, 
by a brutal and violent man—her estranged husband. Saori Jones was the mother of two small children—a four-
year-old daughter and a 10-month-old son. She was a loving mother who was still breastfeeding her son at the 
time of her death. 

Saori endured a number of years of horrific domestic violence, since at least as far back as 2007 when she stayed 
at the Koolkuna Women’s Refuge. Saori sought refuge on two occasions that we know of. And in 2008 her 
husband received a community-based order for a serious assault against her. In December last year, she was 
punched in the head by her estranged husband in front of their two children and her body left to rot in his 
apartment for almost two weeks before police found it following a search of the house. A post-mortem 
examination of Saori showed she had sustained a fracture to the left side of her skull, but her body was so badly 
decomposed the cause of death could not be determined. 

It is an enormously upsetting case. What happened to Saori was horrific. The fact that her young children were in 
the house, and living with her decomposing body, is horrific. These two young children will now not only grow 
up without their mother but also with the knowledge of the circumstances of her death, which have been made 
public. To make matters so much worse, the fact that Saori may have lived if her husband had shown any 
concern for her welfare at any stage after the violent, drunken assault, instead of showing completely callous 
disregard for her, is gut wrenching. On 21 September Ms Jones’ estranged husband was jailed for five years after 
pleading guilty to assault resulting in death. With parole, that means he could be out as early as December 2013.  

The Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services, specifically the staff at the Koolkuna 
Women’s Refuge, have understandably been not only outraged but also devastated by Saori’s case. Saori Jones 
was well known to them. Some members have received a copy of a letter from Angela Hartwig, CEO of the 
women’s council, to the Attorney General expressing the council’s outrage and disappointment at the lenient 
sentence given to Saori’s killer. In her letter, Angela raises a number of other specific concerns the council has 
with this tragic case. Angela notes that refuge staff had assisted Saori and her two children in the six months 
prior to her death. When Saori missed an appointment, refuge staff alerted police to conduct a welfare check. 
When police attended Mr Jones’ home, he told them that Saori had “run off with the best man”. Despite these 
experts in domestic violence advising police that they considered this was extremely unlikely and pleading with 
them to investigate further, police chose to accept the lies of Mr Jones. It took continued efforts by refuge staff 
and two subsequent visits by police to search the house and finally find Saori’s body. Angela writes in her letter 
that this blatant act of violence was not an assault but a vicious and horrendous act of violence that was followed 
by the deliberate concealment of the killing, as he left his wife to die. Mr Jones did not seek any medical 
treatment for his wife either that night or the following day.  

The women’s council understands that original charges against Mr Jones were upgraded to manslaughter. This is 
also borne out by newspaper reports at the time. But then, for some reason, the charges were later downgraded to 
assault causing death. The reason I am standing here talking about this tonight is simply that the charges and 
eventual sentence do not reflect the seriousness of what was a brutal crime; a crime that was not a one-off assault 
but was the culmination of years of abuse and violence. Many people have contacted the women’s council 
expressing outrage about this case. There are also hundreds of online comments in response to the articles. Our 
community clearly expects better when it comes to cases like this. In its letter, the women’s council calls on the 
Attorney General to consider appealing the sentence Mr Jones received and upgrading the charges against him to 
reflect the severity of this crime. Attempted murder carries a maximum penalty of life imprisonment and 
manslaughter a maximum of 20 years, while the maximum for assault causing death is only 10 years’ jail. I 
understand that the Director of Public Prosecutions has decided not to appeal as it does not believe there is 
enough evidence to support the higher charge.  

I think the outcome of Saori’s case is terribly unjust. What message are we sending to victims, their loved ones 
and families? Equally disturbing: what message are we sending to perpetrators? Are we saying if a man kills his 
wife, just make sure her body is left long enough for the evidence to decompose? I am asking how this can 
happen within our community. There seems no question that Mr Jones was a violent man. The fact that he was 
charged comparable to a one punch momentary loss of control, when we know he had a history of violence, 
seems terribly unjust. That is not to take away the seriousness of assaults which cause death from one punch, but 
this was a situation in which a man had a known and ongoing history of deliberate and serious violence.  
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It is also of grave concern that in this case the police appeared not to take seriously the concerns of refuge staff, 
who are professionals. It was not until the third visit that police finally entered the premises and found Saori’s 
body. The women’s council has also expressed concern that Saori’s case is not isolated. For example, there is the 
case of Lincoln Warra, a Kununurra man, who, in February this year, was also sentenced to five years’ prison 
after pleading guilty to unlawful assault causing death. His 37-year-old partner was found dead in their 
Kununurra home in November 2009 following a series of violent and vicious attacks against her. A five-year 
sentence for these two cases seems such a pitifully small price to pay. In both cases there was a history of 
domestic violence for which these two women paid the ultimate price. These women should not be just statistics. 
It is imperative that we get clear and unequivocal messages from our judiciary, from our government, and from 
all government departments, including the police department, that domestic violence is taken seriously, and that 
the perpetrators of domestic violence will be investigated with rigour when concerns are raised, and will be held 
accountable for their crimes. The government’s clear commitment to its tough-on-crime message must not have 
an addendum that says, “Except for victims of domestic violence”. Saori Jones mattered. Her life mattered. She 
deserved to live, and her children deserved to have a mother. Her death is a tragedy, and her case is a stark and 
tragic reminder that we still have a long way to go to address the serious issue of domestic violence. No-one in 
this place can feel confident that we have done all we can, because particularly when we look at cases like 
Saori’s, it is too obvious that there were too many times and points at which the system and the law failed her.  
 


